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INTRODUCTION 
Reading is one of the most important skills your child will learn at school. At Pheasey Park Farm, we 
aim to provide your child with the best possible start in reading. Our reading scheme in the EYFS 
(Nursery and Reception) and in Key Stage One (Year 1 and 2) ensures progression and continuity 
throughout the year groups. 
This guide will familiarise you with this reading material and will also give you a clear idea of how to 
support your child effectively when reading together at home. 
 

The Scheme 
Our home reading strategy is now based on the Oxford Reading Tree Scheme. The majority of these 
books introduce your child to a set of main characters; Biff, Chip, Kipper and their friends (see sheet 
at rear of pack). Their stories feature situations which children will recognise from their own 
experiences. The books cover a wide range of topics and interests and have colourful and detailed 
illustrations. 
We have recently supplemented this with books of different genres, so children become more 
familiar with non-fiction, poetry and text that focus on specific phonic/spelling patterns.  
The books range from Standard First pre-reading books with illustrations only to Standard 9 books 
that have more challenging vocabulary. Key words are repeated through the stories and increase in 
number as your child moves through the standards. When your child completes a reading standard, 
they will receive a certificate to celebrate their achievement.  
 
Our home reading strategy consists of 3 elements: 
 

1. Key words 
Your child will receive a pack of key words (based on a specific reading standard) written on 
cards that they must practise at home regularly.  
Some of these words can be sounded out. Children say the sounds in the word and blend them 
together to read it e.g.  
 
 
 
 
Other words cannot be read by blending and will have to be learned on sight e.g. 
 
 
 
 
 
The words can then be used to play games or to construct simple sentences. It is important that 
these cards are shown to your child in random order as this will encourage them to recognise 
words rather than memorizing the order the words appear in. Staff will check your child’s 
recognition of these words every week and will tick the back of a card if your child can read the 
word independently.  

 
PLEASE NOTE: We ask that parents do not tick the back of the cards so that staff can keep 
track of how the children are learning their words. 

on 

said 

Dad went 

the was 
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2. Reading Books 
Your child will bring home a new reading book each week. Staff aim to hear your child read at 
least twice a week. When your child brings their first reading book home you may feel that the 
text is too easy for them. We must stress that reading is much more than just simply recognising 
and saying the words on the page. It is about their understanding of what they have read – their 
reading comprehension. 
The staff will establish whether a child understands their text by asking them to recall certain 
events in a story, predict what might happen next and re-tell stories in their own words. 
Children need to be able to discuss what they have read – as this is a skill that is required in the 
End of KS1 Assessments in Year 2. Teachers will change your child’s book when your child has 
read their book confidently and have shown clear comprehension of what they have read. 
 

PLEASE NOTE - Staff are highly experienced and put children on reading standards that are 
appropriate to their ability. Your child’s progress is monitored very carefully in school and 
changes to their reading standard will be made accordingly.  
 

3.  Reading Record Books 
Each child will be issued with a blue reading record book. This is for parents to record when a 
child has read to them and has room for your comments. We value your input greatly as you 
have an essential role in your child’s education. We ask that you date the reading record every 
time your child reads to you and make comments as to how your child read. For example, write 
down if your child enjoyed the book, if they read confidently, if they read fluently or if 
expression was used. If there any problems or concerns, write them in the book or speak to 
your child’s teacher.  
 

Children begin the reading scheme after they have been assessed by staff. Children will receive 
the first set of words when they can recognise all 26 initial letter sounds. When they are able to 
recognise and read these words consistently and on sight– they will be given a reading book.  
 

PLEASE ENSURE THAT READING BOOKS, WORDS AND BLUE READING RECORDS COME TO 
SCHOOL EVERY DAY. 
 

 
Oxford Reading Buddy 
Over the next few months the school will be trialling “Oxford Reading Buddy” – a digital reading 
service that helps develop children’s reading comprehension. A range of Oxford books and follow 
up activities are available for parents to access online. Look out for further details which will explain 
how you can access this resource. 
 

 
 
The next page has a step-by-step guide to help you share your book with your child. 

 
 

 

GUIDANCE FOR EYFS/KS1 HOME READING 
 

Most important: Find somewhere comfortable, quiet and with no distractions! 
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           Fiction Books 
 
• Have a brief discussion about the front cover of the book. Ask your child to point to the title. 

ALWAYS read the title of the book with your child. This is extremely important as it can 
provide a starting point for your discussion and encourages the child to predict what might 
happen in the story. Talk about the picture on the cover.  
 

• Don’t be afraid to use the terms author, illustrator and title. These are words children should be 
aware of as they are used frequently in school. 

 

• Ask your child to open their book and find the place where the text begins. 
 

• Encourage your child to point to each word as they read. Some children will look at the pictures 
and make up their own stories! More confident/fluent readers can run their finger under the 
words as they go along. 

 

• Ask children questions as they go along. This is vital. This will help you to establish whether 
your child understands what they are reading. Ask things like; “Where did Dad take the 
children?” or “Why do you think Mum was cross?” There are questions already printed on the 
inside cover of every book. Some are at the front; some at the back. 

 

• Talk about your own experiences that may relate to the book your child is reading. For example, 
if reading the book “The Journey”, talk about a time when you both went on a long journey in 
the car. 

 

• Let your child look at and talk about the pictures for as long as they want. 
 

• If your child becomes stuck on a particular word give them some time to try and work it out 
independently. If after a few moments they are still unable to work it out, use these strategies 
before you tell them what the word is. 

1. Ask your child to try and sound out the word using phonic skills. 
2. Encourage them to look at the pictures. This may give a clue. 
3. Tell your child to leave out the difficult word and read the sentence again leaving a 

gap. Then ask, “What word do you think would fit in the gap?” 
4. Miss out the difficult word as you read the sentence for your child then ask them to 

give you a word that would fit in the sentence. 
 

• If your child works out the word – give lots of praise. If your child cannot work out the word – 
give lots of praise for trying hard and then tell them what the word is. 

 

• Children have a tendency to memorize stories, so check word recognition by pointing to 
random words in the text and asking child to read them. 

 

• At the end of the book, discuss the story. Ask them to re-tell the story in their own words, ask 
questions which require them to recall events and talk about their likes/ dislikes – giving 
reasons why.  
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          Non-fiction Books (Standard 1+ and upwards)  
 
The layout and structure of these books is different, but the strategies children can use to work out 
unfamiliar words will be the same. Children will gradually be introduced to new features such as a 
contents page and an index. Don’t be afraid to use these words with your child.  

• Read title of book together – discuss what book could be about. 
 

• Initially explain to your child that this is a non-fiction book – a book that gives people 
information. As your child becomes more familiar with books of different genres, ask them what 
type of book they have bought home. How do they know the book is fiction (or non-fiction)? 
They may identify a non-fiction book by saying “it’s got photographs in” or “it’s got a contents 
page.” 

 

• To establish their understanding, ask them to recall something they have found out.  
 

• Talk about how to use the contents page and index or ask questions such as “If I wanted to find 
out about X – what page would I need to look on?” 

 
 
 
 

             Poetry Books (Standard 1+ and upwards) 
 
Again, the layout of the text differs from both fiction and non-fiction books, but the reading 
strategies children can use are the same. 
Poetry books will help your child to understand the concept of rhyme – and identify when the end 
sounds in words is the same e.g. hop & stop. 

• After sharing these books your child could pick a word and together you could think of other 
words that rhyme with it. 
 

• Ask your child to talk about their favourite poem and explain why they liked it. 
 

• Read books from authors such as Janet Ahlberg, Kes Gray, Julia Donaldson and Dr Seuss. 
Leave a gap at the end of a rhyming couplet so your child can complete the line e.g. in “The 
Gruffalo” by J Donaldson: 

 
“Silly old fox, doesn’t he know, there’s no such thing as a ______” 

      

Looking after books 
Replacing all the books in the Foundation Stage and Key Stage One has cost thousands of pounds. It 
is essential that books are looked after properly to avoid loss or damage. Every single book in the 
scheme has been numbered as a way of keeping track of each copy. Reading scheme books are only 
sold in packs by the publishers. As a result, if books are lost or damaged, we cannot purchase single 
copies to replace them. Therefore, we will charge £5 to cover the cost of each lost/damaged book. 
 
There are steps you can take to avoid potential damage. 
 

When transporting books to and from school please keep drink bottles and lunches in a separate 
bag to avoid spillages. School reading bags should only be used to carry reading books, reading 
records, word lists, homework or letters from school. 
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Plastic school bags can be purchased from the school office for 50p. School book bags are available 
from Uniform Plus our uniform supplier. 
When at home we advise that you have the book out when an adult is able to supervise its use. 
Please try to keep books out of the reach of younger siblings as they are not always used to 
handling books correctly. If you do lose a book, please inform your child’s teacher immediately. 
 

Finally… 
 Remember that children learn at their own individual pace. Try not to compare your child 

with their class members or other siblings! 

 Read to your child as often as you can – even if they request the same book over and over 
again! Use expression and try different voices for the characters. This will encourage your 
child to read in the same way. 

 Join your local library as children enjoy choosing their own book. 

 Please send reading books, words and reading records to school EVERY DAY 

 Any questions or concerns? Speak to a member of staff and we’ll do our best to help. 
 

The Oxford University Press website will provide you with further information about the 
scheme.  
https://www.oxfordowl.co.uk/for-home/ 
 

There is a section that supports parents with phonics providing guides on how to pronounce 
sounds and support children with applying these skills. 

 

https://www.oxfordowl.co.uk/for-home/reading/phonics-made-easy/ 
 

ALSO: 
Watch the CBeebies show “Alphablocks” which introduces children to phonics and models how to 
blend them for reading.  
https://www.bbc.co.uk/cbeebies/shows/alphablocks 

 
 
 

REMEMBER: Reading should be a rewarding experience for you and your child.  
Little and often is best! 

 

“The more you read the more things you will know.  
The more that you learn the more places you’ll go.” 

 

Taken from Dr Seuss – “I Can Read With My Eyes Shut” 
 
 

 

Thank you for your support! 
 

Miss L. Matthew 
EYFS Phase Leader/Reading & Phonics Leader 

 

MEET THE OXFORD READING TREE CHARACTERS! 
 

https://www.oxfordowl.co.uk/for-home/
https://www.oxfordowl.co.uk/for-home/
https://www.oxfordowl.co.uk/for-home/reading/phonics-made-easy/
https://www.oxfordowl.co.uk/for-home/reading/phonics-made-easy/
https://www.oxfordowl.co.uk/for-home/reading/phonics-made-easy/
https://www.oxfordowl.co.uk/for-home/reading/phonics-made-easy/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/cbeebies/shows/alphablocks
https://www.bbc.co.uk/cbeebies/shows/alphablocks
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