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SUBJECT: SCIENCE 

TERM NURSERY RECEPTION YEAR 1 YEAR 2 YEAR 3 YEAR 4 YEAR 5 YEAR 6 

AUTUMN My world 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Food 

 

Observing 

changes of state 

whilst carrying 

out cookery 

activities.  

 

All about me  

 

Exploring all five 

senses – sight 

walks, listening 

games, feely 

boxes, tasting, 

smelly pots.  

Talking about our 

senses.  

Talking about and 

labelling parts of 

the body.  

 

 

N/A The magic 

toymaker 

• How to sort 

toys based on 

what they are 

made out of. 

• What materials 

are best for 

making a bath 

toy. 

• About pushes 

and pulls, and 

how things 

move. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Inventions that 

changed the 

world * 

• About the air 

around us and 

the science of 

flight. 

• How to make a 

paper glider. 

• About man-

made materials 

and their 

properties. 

How to carry 

out a scientific 

test. 

Land, Sea and 

sky 

• How water 

plants are 

different from 

other plants. 

• How fish have 

adapted to 

living in water. 

• How birds are 

adapted to 

flying. 

• How to create 

a classification 

key to group 

animals. 

• About food 

chains in 

different world 

habitats. 

• About the life 

cycles of plants 

and animals. 

 

Making new 

materials  

• About the 

chemistry of 

cooking. 

• What happens 

when we 

dissolve or melt 

things. 

• About gases 

and what they 

are. 

• About 

different 

materials used 

in the kitchen. 

• About 

conductors and 

insulators. 

• About magnetic 

materials and 

their uses. 

 

  

N/A 

 

 

 



SPRING Traditional tales 

 

Observing 

changes of state 

whilst carrying 

out cookery 

activities.  

N/A  All Dressed up 

How we can 

sort materials. 

How to carry 

out a scientific 

investigation. 

Which 

materials will 

keep us warm 

or dry. 

  

Our world 

• About the 

animals, plants 

and birds in our 

local 

environment. 

• About the best 

soil conditions 

to grow seeds. 

• How we can 

recycle and 

reuse materials 

to help our 

environment. 

• How we can set 

up our own 

composting 

club. 

•  

Active planet   

• What happens 

when a volcano 

erupts. 

• What happens 

when rock 

melts. 

• How volcanoes 

can give off 

poisonous gas. 

•  

 

 

How humans work 

• That we need 

light in order 

to see. 

• How human 

teeth compare 

to animal teeth. 

• How our body 

uses food and 

water. 

• How our heart 

works to keep 

us alive. 

• All about 

skeletons and 

muscles. 

• About the 

human life 

cycle. 

• Why exercise 

is good for us. 

• How tobacco 

and alcohol 

harm the body. 

• Which foods 

keep us healthy 

and why. 

 

Space explorers  

• Making a 

pinhole viewer 

to record the 

size of the Sun 

and the Moon. 

• Comparing the 

size of the 

planets and 

their distance 

from the Sun. 

• Finding out 

about the 

movements of 

the Earth, Sun 

and Moon and 

how they 

affect us. 

• Classifying 

rocks and 

comparing rocks 

on Earth with 

those on the 

Moon. 

• Finding out 

about how 

craters are 

formed and the 

forces that are 

involved. 

• Making a 

spectronometer 

to find out 

about light and 

Out of Africa 

• How life began 

in the sea then 

came out of 

the sea. 

• How fossils 

provide 

information 

about living 

things from 

the past. 

• Why the 

dinosaurs died 

out. 

• About the 

classification 

of plants and 

animals. 

• How plants and 

animals 

reproduce. 

• How living 

things evolve 

and change 

over time. 

• How plants and 

animals are 

adapted to 

their 

environment. 

• How adaptation 

leads to 

evolution. 



what it 

contains. 

• Finding out 

about how light 

travels. 

• Creating a 

timeline to 

show the life 

cycle of a star. 

• Finding out 

more about the 

planets in our 

solar system. 

  

• Whether there 

is life on other 

planets. 

Being Human 

• How humans 

are different 

from other 

animals. 

• About the 

brain and the 

nervous 

system. 

• About the 

bones and 

muscles in the 

body. 

• How the human 

heart works. 

• How we 

breathe and 

what the lungs 

do. 

• What we 

inherit from 

our parents. 

• How our 

environment 

affects us. 

• How the body 

uses food and 

water. 



About the 

latest medical 

research 

 

SUMMER  Weather  

 

Looking at 

different types 

of weather.  

Measuring how 

much rainfall 

there is over the 

course of a week.  

 

 

Animals 

 

Animals and their 

young. 

Animal homes and 

habitats. 

Observing the 

changes as a 

chick hatches.   

Growth and 

change 

 

Looking at and 

labelling parts of a 

plant.  

Life cycle of a 

frog. 

Life cycle of a 

butterfly.  

Planting seeds to 

see how they 

grow. 

Flowers and 

insects.  

• Where flowers 

and insects 

prefer to live 

and grow. 

• How and where 

seeds grow. 

• How to set up 

tests to 

discover how 

plants use 

water. 

• How to grow 

lots of 

different 

things. 

• How beans 

grow. 

• About bees. 

 

From A to B  

 

How to make our 

own sail boats 

and aeroplanes.  

 

 
Super Humans  

• What the main 

external parts 

of the body are 

called. 

• What the five 

human senses 

are. 

• How we can 

see, hear, 

smell, taste 

and touch. 

• How the brain 

connects to 

other body 

parts. 

• How to eat 

healthily and 

get enough 

exercise. 

• How and why 

we use 

medicines. 

Material world 

• How and why 

different 

materials are 

used. 

• How to test 

the properties 

of a material. 

• About the uses 

for glass and 

plastic. 

• About the 

metals that 

are attracted 

to magnets. 

• Which 

materials allow 

electricity to 

pass through 

them. 

• Which 

materials allow 

heat to pass 

through them. 

• How natural 

and man-made 

materials are 

different. 

Explorers and 

adventurers * 

• About shadows 

and the sun. 

• About 

magnetism and 

which metals 

are magnetic. 

• How to make a 

compass. 

• About using 

sound and 

echoes. 

 

N/A 

 
• N/A 

 

 



• Why body 

hygiene is 

important. 

 

•  

* Contains British Values.  

Additional Information is contained within School Medium and Short Term Planning. 
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