
PHEASEY PARK FARM PRIMARY SCHOOL AND CHILDREN’S CENTRE 

Helping Your Child Read At Home 
 

Updated 14.09.19 

Research has shown that children who enjoy reading for pleasure have a wider vocabulary, an increased general 

knowledge and understanding of other cultures. 

 

But there are lots of activities competing for your child’s time so how can you continue to encourage your child 

to rea for pleasure? 

 

Here are some ways to support your child in reading: 

❖ Model reading at home.  Let your child see you read at home – the newspaper or a magazine. 

❖ Listen to your child read and in return read to/with them.  

❖ Reward your child’s reading with praise and/or stickers. 

❖ Show you have an interest in your child’s reading by recording comments in their reading diary. 

❖ Encourage your child to join in with reading at home; read out a recipe or the TV listings. 

❖ Give and encourage others to give books or book vouchers as presents. 

❖ Show that books are important so need to be looked after – no ripped pages or scribbling inside. 

❖ Visit a public library together and choose books together. 

❖ Don’t worry of your child wants to read the same book several times. 

❖ Encourage your child and their friends to swap books and then this will provide another opportunity for them 

to talk about their reading. 

❖ Try to develop comprehension skills; ask questions about their book, reading and particular sections of text:  

Why did you choose this book?  Can you tell me what’s happened so far? What do you think might happen 

next?  What sort of character is…? How would you feel if…? Would you read another book by this author?   

❖ The dialogue between home and school though your child’s reading diary will help us to support their reading 

and enable them to read for pleasure and develop a love of reading. 

❖ Example comments:  

❖ “My child is struggling to read for any length of time, what can I do?” “Share the reading; read a page each 

to make sense of what is happening and keep school updated.” 

❖ “My child only likes to read non-fiction; should I force him to read a story book?”  “Encourage him to 

continue reading as he is enjoying it but share some short stories together or suggest an autobiography.”  

 

Reception parents – please refer to the reading pack provided by the Reception teachers. 

 

Encourage your child to loan and return books from our well-resourced School Library which features a range 

of fiction and non-fiction books covering a range of subjects.  The Library continues to be updated on a regular 

basis in order to support your child when reading for pleasure. 

 

REMEMBER – Children should enjoy and understand their reading books. Success in reading is measured by 

understanding reading for pleasure and good readers = good writers. 
 

 
 

 


