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                               Friday 9th October, 2020 

 

Dear parents and carers, 

 

Arrangements for PE, reading and homework 

 

I am writing to thank you all for your support during this first half term and to update you on 

developments going forward. 

 

Homework 

As you will be aware, our School joined Elston Hall Multi Academy Trust just before lockdown.  

As part of the changes, we were required over Summer to move all of our on line accounts to a 

new tenancy which aligns with Elston Hall Trust. This has been an enormous undertaking and as 

a result of this our Learning Platform has had to be completely rebuilt before migrating all of 

our staff and pupils over.  This process has now been completed and the children's log ons have 

been finalised to enable us to pick up our remote learning strategy. A reminder of your child’s 

log on details will be sent home next week. 

 

Our EdTech Team have confirmed that all systems are now in place and that guidance for staff 

and parents has been created. We are now planning for formal Homework to be uploaded on 

Friday 16th October and again the following week for over half term.  This gives us time to iron 

out any IT issues parents have so that the second part of the Autumn Term runs smoothly and 

weekly homework can be easily accessed online. 

 

PE 

You will be aware that formal PE lessons have not gone ahead this half term however all 

children have still continued to access outdoor opportunities at least twice daily in addition to 

at lunchtimes. Our sports coaches have set up PE type games for the children within some of 

these outdoor sessions.   

 

We are of course aware that children do need more structured PE sessions now that they are 

settled back in to school and we had already planned for this within our risk assessments.  Our 

priority during the first half term was to welcome our children back and to ease any of their 
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worries and anxieties.  Our plan for after half term is for the children to come to school in 

their PE kits on their PE day to avoid changing. Children should also wear plain navy joggers 

/leggings and a plain navy sweatshirt or their school jumper or cardigan. Children may also wear 

trainers on their PE day. They will have weekly PE sessions with our Sports Coaches, other than 

in Y1 where class teachers will deliver the lessons. Daily outdoor sessions for all children will 

continue each morning and in the afternoons on non-PE days.  

 

Safety is our first priority and we have spent this first half term preparing for this e.g taking 

safety advice, purchasing class sets of PE equipment for safe use by the pupils and organising 

additional cleaning.   We will send out a PE Timetable and further information about PE shortly. 

 

Reading 

With regard to reading, all children are heard read between 2-3 times per week in school. All 

children have a link to Oxford Reading buddy where there are many books for the children to 

read from home and comprehension tasks to complete. We must ensure our children receive 

continued learning opportunities during these unstable times and we are promoting this on line 

approach so that if any classes/school go into lock down, children and parents can continue to 

access this provision with minimal disruption. 

 

After half term we will start to send reading books home weekly. We will set aside all returned 

books for at least 72 hours before we use them again. Reading Buddy will also continue to be 

available as well so that children can access additional books that match the standard they are 

on. We have spent a period of time this half term re-assessing all pupils’ current reading ability 

to ensure their current standard matches their current ability. 

 

Health and Safety 

We break up for half term on Friday 23rd October and the children return to school on Monday 

2nd November.  Our one way system will remain in place as will our staggered start and finish 

times. We continue to recommend that all parents wear a face covering whilst on site and to 

avoid congregating in the playground and at Wimperis Way exit.  

 

Please can we ask that parents supervise children on the playgrounds whilst waiting for older 

siblings to be dismissed. 
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Parents arriving by car must ensure parking is both safe and responsible. School have referred 

issues regarding unsafe parking to both the Police and Walsall Council as the roads are public 

highways and are not under the school’s control.  Remember – if an emergency vehicle cannot 

pass through, parking is not safe and it is illegal to park on the yellow zig zags at specific times. 

 

Holiday Camp 

Please note our Early Years Centre is open over half term.  As per an earlier message, the Early 

Years Centre have arranged for Sport4Kids to run a half term holiday camp. If you would like 

further information please visit Sport4Kids.biz. 

 

In the meantime, we will notify parents if the Government announce any changes which will 

affect our half term arrangements. 

 

Thank you for your support. 

 

Yours sincerely 

 

 
 

Mrs S. Arnold 

Head of School 
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