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Saturday, 2nd January 2021 

Dear Parents/Carers, 

School Opening Update 

 

We would like to take this opportunity to wish all of our families a Happy New Year and to 

thank you for your support over the last few months.  

 

As things stand we are expecting our School and Early Years Centre to be open to all pupils 

from Tuesday 5th January, 2021.  Arrival and dismissal arrangements will be as they were last 

term. 

 

As we welcome our children back to School we will ensure that we comply with health and safety 

law, which requires us to assess risks and put in place proportionate control measures. We have 

thoroughly reviewed our health and safety risk assessments and plans using the extensive advice 

provided by Government and the Health Department. 

 

Essential measures include: 

• a requirement that people who are ill stay at home 

• robust hand and respiratory hygiene 

• enhanced cleaning and ventilation arrangements 

• active engagement with NHS Test and Trace 

• formal consideration of how to reduce contacts and maximise distancing between those in 

school wherever possible and minimise the potential for contamination so far as is  

reasonably practicable 

 

We remind all of our families that children and parents/ carers must self-isolate if they 

exhibit symptoms of COVID-19. It remains the most effective way of reducing the risk of 

transmission.  Additionally, we respectfully ask all parents who enter our premises/grounds to 

wear a face covering at all times. 

 

As you may already be aware the Government has just announced an extended closure for 

primary schools in London.  If such plans are extended to include our School or Early Years 

Centre we will put plans in place and let parents know as soon as we can. 
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In such circumstances we will provide more information related to which children can be in 

school and school day times, Free School Meals and Minimax provision. 

 

Critical Workers 

We would like to advise you that should a full school closure be announced by the Government 

then we will do all that we can to stay open for certain groups of identified children.  The 

numbers of children we can accommodate in these circumstances are not guaranteed and will 

depend upon our levels of staffing at the time and our ability to supervise the children safely.  

Parents should be aware that some Staff will be required to remain at home to provide remote 

learning and others may be isolating or absent from school for other reasons.   

 

As such we will prioritise pupils as follows: 

 

• Vulnerable Children (according to set criteria) 

• Families with 2 Critical Worker Parents or Single Parents who are Critical Workers 

• Families with 1 Critical Worker if staffing capacity allows 

 

During this time remote learning will be provided for pupils who are not in school and we will   

send further information about this at the time.   Our remote teaching will include some live 

sessions and all children will be expected to participate.  If we do not have contact with any 

child either in school or through our live sessions then we will follow our Safeguarding Policy 

and contact parents to speak with the child concerned.  

 

In order for us to make a fair assessment of your needs, please could you complete the Critical 

Worker Questionnaire using the following link https://tinyurl.com/y8cq4y5c and return it to 

School (submit electronically) by Monday 4th January 2021– midday.  Apologies for the short 

notice. 

 

Please note the Critical Worker definitions below and that we will expect to see evidence of 

your job role in such cases if we do not already have it. 
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Health and social care 

This includes, but is not limited to, doctors, nurses, midwives, paramedics, social workers, care 

workers, and other frontline health and social care staff including volunteers; the support and 

specialist staff required to maintain the UK’s health and social care sector; those working as part 

of the health and social care supply chain, including producers and distributors of medicines and 

medical and personal protective equipment. 

 

Education and childcare 

This includes: 

• childcare 

• support and teaching staff 

• social workers 

• specialist education professionals who must remain active during the coronavirus  

(COVID-19) response to deliver this approach 

 

Key public services 

This includes: 

• those essential to the running of the justice system 

• religious staff 

• charities and workers delivering key frontline services 

• those responsible for the management of the deceased 

• journalists and broadcasters who are providing public service broadcasting 

 

Local and national government 

This only includes those administrative occupations essential to the effective delivery of: 

• the coronavirus (COVID-19) response, and the delivery of and response to EU transition 

• essential public services, such as the payment of benefits and the certification or checking  

of goods for import and export (including animal products, animals, plants and food),  

including in government agencies and arms length bodies 

 

Food and other necessary goods 

This includes those involved in food: 

• production 

mailto:early-years@pheasey
http://www.pheaseyparkfarmprimary.co.uk/


Pheasey Park Farm Primary School and Early Years Centre   
Address: Wimperis Way, Great Barr, Birmingham, B43 7DH     
Telephone: 0121 366 6183                                                                                                                                                                           
School Email: postbox@pheasey.org.uk   Early Years Centre Email: early-years@pheasey.org.uk 
Website: www.pheaseyparkfarmprimary.co.uk / www.elstonhallmat.co.uk 
Twitter: @PheaseySchool 

 

Head of School: Mrs S Arnold    Executive Head Teacher: Mrs S Lanni             
Early Years Centre Managers: Miss T Ilsley and Mrs L Smith 
Chief Executive Officer: Mr K Grayson    

  

 

 
 
 

                          

 

  

 

  

 
 

           

 

Pheasey Park Farm Primary School and Early Years Centre is part of Elston Hall Multi-Academy Trust.  Registered address: Stafford Road, Fordhouses, Wolverhampton WV10 6NN 
It is a company limited by guarantee registered in England and Wales No: 09780473 

Pheasey Park Farm 
 

Primary School and 
Early Years Centre 

Pheasey Park Farm 
Early Years Centre 

• processing 

• distribution 

• sale and delivery 

• as well as those essential to the provision of other key goods (for example hygienic and 

veterinary medicines) 

 

Public safety and national security 

This includes: 

• police and support staff 

• Ministry of Defence civilians 

• contractor and armed forces personnel (those critical to the delivery of key defence and 

national security outputs and essential to the response to the coronavirus (COVID-19) 

outbreak and EU transition) 

• fire and rescue service employees (including support staff) 

• National Crime Agency staff 

• those maintaining border security, prison and probation staff and other national security 

roles, including those overseas 

 

Transport and border 

This includes those who will keep the air, water, road and rail passenger and freight  

transport modes operating during the coronavirus (COVID-19) response and EU transition,  

including those working on transport systems through which supply chains pass and those 

constructing or supporting the operation of critical transport and border infrastructure  

through which supply chains pass. 

 

Utilities, communication and financial services 

This includes: 

• staff needed for essential financial services provision (including but not limited to workers 

in banks, building societies and financial market infrastructure) 

• the oil, gas, electricity and water sectors (including sewerage) 

• information technology and data infrastructure sector and primary industry supplies to  

continue during the coronavirus (COVID-19) response 

• key staff working in the civil nuclear, chemicals, telecommunications (including but not 
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limited to network operations, field engineering, call centre staff, IT and data 

infrastructure, 999 and 111 critical services) 

• postal services and delivery 

• payments providers 

• waste disposal sectors 

 

 

Thank you for your continued support, we will be in touch with more information as soon as we 

are in a position to do so.  

 

Yours sincerely, 

 

 
 

Mrs S. Arnold 

Head of School 
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