
Friday 11th October 
2019

SEND Coffee Morning

Pragmatics and Autism



• Mrs. S. Nation – Inclusion Supervisor
• Mrs. S. Mayou – SEND Coordinator
• Mrs. J. Colman – SEND Support and Speech 

and Language Coordinator
• Mrs. N. Shariff – SEND Support
• Miss. N. Elsden – Social, Emotional and Well-

being Coordinator/Learning Mentor
• Whole School Approach – All Staff ensure 

the needs of all learners are met by providing 
high quality teaching – which is inclusive for 
all children

SEND Team



Workshops that are available for parents to 
attend:

Bookings can be made via Single Point of Access: 
01922 423349 or Email 
schoolnursing@walsallhealthcare.nhs.uk

Enuresis (Bedwetting/toilet management)

Understanding Your Child's Behaviour

Understanding Your Child's Emotions

External Parent Workshops



Walsall School Nursing Service

Parents/carers: 07520 634909
Young People aged 11 – 19: 07480 635363

www.healthforkids.co.uk

ChatHealth Text Service



Autism is a life long developmental 
disability that affects how a 
person communicates with and relates to other 
people, and how they experience the world 
around them.
National Autistic Society

What is Autism?



Pragmatic Language Difficulties



• What is Social (Pragmatic) Communication 
Disorder?

Problems with social uses of language may be a social 
communication or a pragmatic language disorder. 

All children with autism have social communication 
problems. 

Children with other disorders also may have social 
communication problems. 

Sometimes a child just has a social communication 
disorder. 

Children with social communication problems also may 
have other language disorders. These may include 
problems with vocabulary, grammar, reading, or writing.



WHAT ARE SOCIAL COMMUNICATION 
DIFFICULTIES?

Child may have difficulty with:

interacting with other people

starting conversations

taking turns in conversations

using appropriate eye-contact

using appropriate language (e.g. vocabulary)



understanding ambiguous language (e.g. jokes,
sarcasm, idioms)

understanding or demonstrating emotions

awareness of personal space

talking about the same things as other people at
the same time

understanding that the other person doesn’t
already know what the child is thinking

understanding inferred information (i.e. things that
aren’t specified but we can work out)

Continued...



General Strategies for Supporting a 
Child/Young Person with

Pragmatic Language Difficulties

 Establish rules for your work with the child/young person, e.g.
‘good looking’. Use the same language each time

 Be very explicit about what you mean, e.g. good sitting /
sitting still means bottom on chair, feet and hands still, not
talking

 Use role plays to teach understanding of situations

 Any ambiguous language, e.g. humour, sarcasm, idioms, may
need to be explained to the child/young person

 When possible, work in a small group with the child/young
person to develop turn-taking skills



 Use visual materials to reinforce desired behaviours, e.g. good
sitting

 Offer lots of praise when target behaviours are achieved

 Provide the child/young person with a positive replacement
behaviour for any behaviours which you are trying to eliminate,
e.g. “I need you to wait for your turn” for a young person who is
interrupting or finding it hard when it is not his turn

 Discuss with the young person about possible ways that you can
tell it’s your turn to speak: e.g. when you are asked a question,
when the other person stops talking etc.

 Discuss appropriate ways of addressing people in different
roles.

Continued...



12 Spoons of Coping
How many of their 12 spoons has the 
child used by the time they’ve got to 
school?
Take away 4 spoons if they’ve got a cold.
Take away 2 spoons if they’ve not slept well.
They may have already used up 2 
spoons getting dressed. Another 2 might 
have gone on eating breakfast.

That means that they may only have 2 
spoons of coping left for the whole school 
day.

Really important to inform 
staff.



Miss Elsden leads two Pragmatics groups

• 4-6 children with similar needs.
• Weekly sessions, lasting around 50 minutes.
• Communication is a key focus.
• Reinforce turn-taking, in games and in conversations.
• Encourage children to make friends, by starting/ 

maintaining conversations, listening to others and 
sharing their opinions.

Pragmatics at Pheasey



Hello All children greeted individually and greet Miss Elsden. 

Rules Children recap rules, reinforces expectations. ‘Good …’

Game Develops sharing, waiting, concentration, co-operation.

Talking Recognising expressions and context - picture scenarios.

Snack Monitors - conversational skills, questioning, manners.

Thinking challenges.

Individual goodbyes/thank yous, and stickers!

A Typical Session . . .



• Reinforce ‘good listening’, ‘good waiting’ etc at home.
• Play games that promote interaction and reassure 

children it’s okay to lose, they can’t always win – help 
them to deal with this.

• Use open questions to encourage them to expand 
communication and add details/more meaningful 
information to what they say.

• Encourage children to identify their emotions and talk 
about these feelings.

• Give specific verbal praise/improvements e.g. “you 
shared really well with your sister”

• Demonstrate appropriate reactions to help children 
witness/ understand real-life situations and how to 
deal with these.

• Encourage children to feel valued – give them a job or 
responsibility at home. This can promote 
independence!

Tips



• How can we increase the number of Parents 
attending?

• What would you like information on?

Any other suggestions?

Over to you


