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SUBJECT: Music 

 

TERM NURSERY RECEPTION YEAR 1 YEAR 2 YEAR 3 YEAR 4 YEAR 5 YEAR 6 

AUTUMN Sing simple songs 

from memory. 

Learning nursery 

rhymes. 

Use instruments 

to experiment 

with how sounds 

can be changed.  

Move in time to 

simple rhythms 

and perform. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Use different 

singing voices 

confidently. 

To develop an 

awareness of 

phrasing in singing. 

To be able to sing 

others. 

Sing songs for 

Autumn and 

Christmas. Add 

untuned 

percussion to 

accompany. 

  

 Early appraisal 

skills through 

listening to a 

range of songs. 

Focus styles: 

reggae, hip-hop 

and blues. Children 

look in particular 

at rhythm and 

beat. Also begin to 

look at stylistic 

indicators: how a 

piece of music 

changes in 

different styles. 

Singing and use of 

percussion 

instruments also 

included. 

 

Term focuses on 

teaching of 

tuned 

percussion, i.e. 

glockenspiel. 

Children learn 

the basics of 

the instrument 

layout, how to 

play the 

instrument and 

begin to learn 

the basics of 

musical notation. 

Children in Year 

2 also have the 

opportunity to 

sing with the 

KS1 choir – an 

informal club 

run at 

lunchtimes to 

promote 

enjoyment of 

singing. 

Recorder 

tuition. Correct 

stance and 

technique. 

Exploring 

duration – long 

and short notes. 

Exploring pulse 

and rhythm. 

Singing also 

included. 

Children can 

also begin 

tuition on the 

violin in Year 3. 

Auditions held 

and selected by 

peripatetic 

teacher.  

First half term: 

djembe tuition. 

Focus on 

technique, 

rhythm and 

cultural 

significance. 

Second half 

term: developing 

appraisal skills 

further by 

continuing to 

look at the 

concepts of 

tempo and 

dynamics. Focus 

on the band 

ABBA. Steel 

pans tuition 

begins for the 

entire year 

group by a 

peripatetic 

teacher. 

Children can 

also begin 

tuition on the 

clarinet, flute, 

trumpet, 

trombone or 

baritone. 

Auditions held 

and selected by 

peripatetic 

teacher. From 

Year 4 children 

can also join the 

school choir. 

Ukulele tuition. 

Correct posture 

and technique, 

playing chords and 

finger picking 

melodies. All 

peripatetic music 

tuition (woodwind, 

brass and strings) 

continues for 

selected pupils. 

Second half term 

used to focus on 

learning songs for 

the Year 5 

Christmas Concert 

at Beacon church.  

Quality of sound 

emphasised, as 

well as volume, 

projection and 

enunciation. 

Developing 

appraisal skills 

further by using 

all musical 

concepts: 

instrumentation, 

dynamics, tempo, 

texture and 

stylistic 

indicators. Focus 

styles: rock and 

hip-hop.  Singing 

and composition 

continued. 

Children begin to 

learn to use the 

keyboards in music 

lessons. Also, 

inviting those who 

have instrumental 

tuition to bring 

their instruments 

to lessons to 

participate. 

All peripatetic 

music tuition 

(woodwind, brass 

and strings) 

continues for 

selected pupils. 



 

 

SPRING Use voices in 

different ways .eg 

chanting, singing, 

whispering. 

Match movement 

to music by singing 

action songs. 

 

 

 

 

 

To demonstrate 

control of 

expressive 

elements of 

singing such as 

timbre, tempo and 

dynamics. 

Transfer these 

skills to singing 

songs related to 

curriculum work. 

Instruments to be 

added to 

accompany songs. 

Term used to 

focus on learning 

songs for the Year 

1 spring 

production. Focus 

on singing, learning 

songs, performing 

as a group. Quality 

of sound 

emphasised, as 

well as volume, 

projection and 

enunciation. 

Developing 

appraisal skills 

further by 

beginning to look 

at the concepts 

of tempo and 

dynamics. Focus 

styles: world 

music and 

reggae. 

Multiculturalism 

covered. Singing 

and continued 

development of 

glockenspiels 

also included.  

 

Continuing to 

develop 

appraisal skills 

further, again 

with a focus on 

the new 

concepts of 

tempo and 

dynamics. Focus 

style: reggae.  

Singing and 

continued 

development of 

recorders also 

included.  

Second half 

term used to 

focus on 

learning songs 

for the Year 3 

Easter Concert 

at Beacon 

church.  Quality 

of sound 

emphasised, as 

well as volume, 

projection and 

enunciation.  

Continue to 

teach and 

develop use of 

tuned 

percussion in 

music lessons by 

using the 

soprano, alto 

and bass 

xylophones and 

metallophones, 

as well as 

continuing to 

develop rhythm 

using the 

djembe drums. 

Focus on gospel 

and soul music. 

Steel pans 

tuition continues 

for the whole 

year group. 

Children begin 

to look at the 

Year 4 Summer 

production.  

Quality of sound 

emphasised, as 

well as volume, 

projection and 

enunciation. 

Continue to 

develop appraisal 

skills further, 

again with a focus 

on the new 

concept of 

texture. Focus 

styles: motown 

and rock. Continue 

to teach and 

develop use of 

ukuleles in music 

lessons. Singing 

and composition 

also included. 

Developing 

appraisal skills 

further by using 

all musical 

concepts: 

instrumentation, 

dynamics, tempo, 

texture and 

stylistic 

indicators. Focus 

styles will be pop. 

Singing and 

composition 

continued. 

Children continue 

to learn to use the 

keyboards in music 

lessons. Also, 

inviting those who 

have instrumental 

tuition to bring 

their instruments 

to lessons to 

participate. 

 



 

Additional Information is contained within School Medium and Short Term Planning. 

 

SUMMER Develop 

understanding of 

musical concepts. 

Communicate 

ideas, thoughts 

and feelings by 

talking about 

songs. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Learn to repeat 

simple rhythm 

patterns using 

untuned 

percussion. Move 

to music 

rhythmically. 

Continuing to 

develop appraisal 

skills through 

listening to a 

range of songs. 

Focus styles: hip-

hop and rock. 

Again, focusing on 

rhythm and beat. 

Continually 

developing 

understanding of 

these concepts 

through use of 

more complex 

rhythmic patterns. 

Singing and use of 

percussion 

instruments also 

included. 

First half term 

used to develop 

playing the 

glockenspiel to a 

more advanced 

level and 

continue the 

teaching of 

musical notation. 

Second half 

term used for 

preparation for 

the Year 2 

summer 

production. 

Focus on singing, 

learning songs, 

performing as a 

group. Quality 

of sound 

emphasised, as 

well as volume, 

projection and 

enunciation. 

First half of the 

term used to 

prepare for the 

Year 3 recorder 

concert. 

Recorder skills 

advanced and 

performance 

skills discussed 

and practised. 

Second half 

term focuses on 

continuing to 

develop 

appraisal skills 

further, again 

with a focus on 

the new 

concepts of 

tempo and 

dynamics. Focus 

style: R&B.  

Singing and 

continued 

development of 

recorders also 

included.   

Continue to 

work on the 

songs for the 

Year 4 summer 

production 

(performed at 

Whitsun).  

Quality of sound 

emphasised, as 

well as volume, 

projection and 

enunciation. 

Continue to 

develop use of 

xylophones and 

metallophones in 

order to play 

different parts 

in an ensemble, 

as well as 

continuing to 

look at rhythm 

with the djembe 

drums. 

Focus style: rap.   

Continue to 

develop appraisal 

skills further, 

again with a focus 

on the new 

concept of 

texture. Focus 

styles: pop and the 

artist Carole King. 

Continue to teach 

and develop use of 

ukuleles in music 

lessons. Singing 

and composition 

also included. 

Continue to 

develop appraisal 

skills further by 

using all musical 

concepts: 

instrumentation, 

dynamics, tempo, 

texture and 

stylistic 

indicators. Focus 

style: jazz. 

Improvisation 

covered in depth. 

Singing and 

continued 

development of 

keyboards also 

included, as well as 

inviting those who 

have instrumental 

tuition to bring 

their instruments 

to lessons to 

participate. 

Second half term 

used to teach 

songs for the Year 

6 Summer 

production.  

Quality of sound 

emphasised, as 

well as volume, 

projection and 

enunciation. 
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